Open Borders In Dangerous Times
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W|th aII our attention focused on the millions of illegal, undocumented M exi can

immi grants pouring over our southern border each year, we have paid scant attention to
those who have chosen to hidein their midst - those who seek entry intothe U.S. not to
pursuethe American dream, but to destroy it. As nated in an October 6, 2006 articlein
the UK Times On-Line, “Saizures of radioactive materials fuel 'dirty bomb' fears”:
"Smugd ers have been caught tryingto traffic dangerous radioactive material more than
300 times since 2002, statistics from the Internationad Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
show. M o4 of the incidents are understood to have occurred in Europe. The disclosures
come as Al-Qaedais known to beintensifyingits effortsto obtain aradioactive device.
Last year, Western security services, includingM 15 and M 16, thwarted 16 attemptsto
smugd e plutonium or uranium. On two occasions smal quantities of highly enriched
uranium werereported missing. All werefeared to have been destined for terror groups.”

FBI Director Robert M udller told Congress in M arch 2005 that "there areindividuas
from countries with known a-Qaeda connections who are changngtheir Islamic
surnames to Higpanic-sounding names and obtaining false Hispanic identities, learningto
speak Joanish, and praending to be Hispanic immigrants. The matter concerned former
Homeland Security Deputy Secretary James Loy enough that at one point, he wrote:
"Recent information from ongoinginvesti gations, detentions and emergngthreat streams
strongy suggest that d Qaeda has consider ed using the Southwest border to infiltrate the
United Sates. Severd d Qaedaleaders believe operatives can pay their way into the
country through M exico, and also believeillegd entry is more advantageous than legal
entry for gperationa security reasons.” In other words, the less we know about them and
ther entry into this country, the more dangerous they become.

S0, when the 9/11 Commission Report nates tha Lebanese nationals sympatheic to
Hamas and Hezbollah hav e been smuggled into the United States with the assistance of
"corrupt M exican officids in Berut, M exico City and Tijuanato facilitate therr travel";
when, in November 2005, Rep. Sue M yrick (R-N.C.) tdls the Charlotte Observer that
three d Qaedaterrorists had been captured a the U.S.-M exico border; when evidence
surfaces that former d Qaeda operations chief Khalid Shelkh M ohammed encouraged
aspiring"dirty bomber" Jose Padillato enter the United States by way of M exico in order
to carry out attacks on U.S targets; when the Washington Times reports tha d Qaeda has
dlied itsef with organized M exican crime groups (such as the natoriousM ara
Svatrucha gang, also commonly known as'™M S-13') to facilitate the entry of ad Qaeda
operatives intothe United States viaM exico; when the sheriff of Hudspeth County near
El Paso and other Texas border sheriffs complain that M exican military personne were



assisting cartds in smuggdingillegals across the Rio Grande and into the U.S.; when
American intelligence confirms a growing ad Qaeda-Hezbollah interest in the Arab
communities of thetri-border areaof centrd South America(alawless, crime-ridden area
where Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay intersect) as astaging ground for future attacks on
American soil; when the Brownsville Herald reports tha persons with possible terrorist
ties have been captured just after enteringthe U.S from M exico, but are beingrel eased
into the American interior dueto lack of detention space at the border; when aLos

Ange esradio station reports tha M iddle Eastern men with d Qaeda links are adopting
Hispanic names, acquiringfake M exican ID cards and are mixingwith the stream of
illegals coming across our southern border;* when KGBT-TV in Harlingen, TX catches
Border Patrol agents dropping off avan load of illegd immigrants a aloca bus station;
when an El Paso, Texas lav enforcement report tells of "goproximately 20 Arab persons
aweek utilizingthe Travis County Court in Austinto changetheir names and driver's
licenses from Arabic to Hispanic surnames”; when the Tombstone Tumbleweed (June 13,
2004) reports tha American border patrol agents arrested one hundred and fifty-eight
illegd aliens in Cochise County, Arizona, fifty-three of whom were overheard spesking
Farsi (Iranian) and Arabic in the back of the detention vehicl e when Colorado
Congressman Tom Tancredo releases areport revedingthat someill egds from terrorist
nations are paying as much as $50,000 to be smuggled into the U.S. and notes
sarcasticdly that "they're not payingthat kind of money simply to work at a7/11"; and
when bin Laden's biographer Hamid M ir writesthat severd tactica nucl ear wegpons and
enough uranium to build others have dready been smuggled over the U.S-M exican
border for the purpose of launching catastrophic radiological attacks in our mgor
cities...... there are significant danger signals emanatingfrom our southern border that
Americahas more to be concerned about than the economic ramifications of M exican
illegals seeking abetter life for themselves and thar families.

Based upon d Qaedadocuments seized by British M I-6 intdligence during recent raids
in Pakistan, it is now knownthat d Qaeda has established strong South American links
with the Colombian terror group FARC, the Shining Path in Peru, thousands of M uslim
students in the Dominican Republic, the Hugo Chavez government in Venezue aand
with M exico's Popular Revolutionary Army (EPR). The documents reved that a Qaeda
sees these groups as facilitating the entry of d Qaeda operatives into the United Sates
through the porous M exican border.

The Venezudaterrorist connection is especially disturbing. The Washington Times
recently quoted Thomas A. Shannon, Assigant Secretary of State for Western
Hemisphere affairs that "Cuban intdli gence has effectively cloned itsdf inside

Venezud an intelligence" and that the Chavez government is providing shelter for
organizations withties to ungecified "terrorist organizations in theM iddle East” notably
Hezbollah.® Venezuelan identity cards are dso being distributed to foreigners from

M iddle Eastern nations, specificaly Syria, Pakistan, Egy pt, and Lebanon - cards that are
then used to oltain legd travel documents and passportstotheU.S

In the post 9/11 world, these events represent significant warning signas. Accordingto
former FBI consultant Paul L. Williams, thousands of d Qaeda agents have already
infiltrated the U.S. over the M exican border with the mission of carryingout what he



terms the " American Hiroshima' plan.? These "sleepers’ were provided with phony
identifications (mostly bogus matricula consular 1D cards that are indistinguishable from
M exico's officia 1D cards and are accepted in the U.S. to open bank accounts and obtain
driver's licenses). Bin Laden's god, accordingto Williams, isto kill a least four million
Americans, two million of whom must be children. Only then, (bin Laden says) would
the crimes committed by Americaon the Arab and M uslim world be avenged. Of specid
concern is aDecember 2006 articlein the Canada Free Press, “Spy Death by Nuclear
Poisoning Tied to American Hiroshima”, where it was reported: "The death of Alexander
Litvinenko by radiologca poisoning points tothe possibility that the former Soviet spy
may have been involved with Islamic terrorists in thepreparation of tactica nucl ear
weagpons for usein thejihad against the United States and its NATO dlies." Thearticle
continues: "In recent years, considerable attention has been paid to suitcase nukes that
were developed by U.S and Soviet forces duringthe Cold War. Reli able sources,
including Hans Blix of the United Nations, have confirmed that bin Laden purchased
severd of these devices from the Chechen rebels in 1996. Accordingto Sharif al-M asri
and other d Qaeda operatives who have been taken into custody, severa of these
wegpons have been forward deployed tothe United States in preparation for a Qaedas
next attack on American soil.” Thus, theissue of illegd immigration across the U.S-

M exican border is as much more of anational security threat than an economic one.

For years, adangerous loophole has existed in our border security sysem - onethat
separates "illegads" into two groups - those who are automatically turned back at the
border, and those from countries other than M exico who are dlowed into the U.S
pending deportation hearings. These"other than M exicans' (OTM s) come primarily from
other Latin American countries, dthough an undetermined number come from countries
designated by our government as countries of "Special Interest (S)" because of their
known a Qaeda presence - countries that include Af ghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Egypt,
Pakistan, Yemen, Qatar, Algeria, Somaliaand M daysiaf’

Accordingto reports issued by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and a
September 2005 Congressiona Report, the numbers of OTM s released on their own
recognizance in this country for fisca years 2002 (5,775) and 2003 (9,139) was far
surpassed in 2004 when 32,782 werereleased pending their hearings. In 2005, another
63,494 were released and in 2006, 98,153 OTM swere caught snesking across our still-
porous southern border, including some from terror-friendly states. What’s worse is that
al thesefigures are considered low.° Although the number of known Specid Interest (S)
OTMs enteringthe U.S. through undocumented channds arevery smal (1,615
apprehensions between 1999 and 2004), the security threat arises from thefact tha of the
70% of OTMs knownto have been rel eased on their own recognizance oncethey have
entered the U.S, less than 30% actudly show up for their deportation hearings. They
simply disgppear into the American interior......and it is the fear of what these S-OTM s
may be planningthat keeps DHS and FBI agents up at night.

The so-cdled "catch and release’ policy exercised a our southern and northern bordersis
dueto thelack of federal detention facilities. Rather than detaining OTMs until a
deportaion court hearingor deporting them outright, they arereleased on their own



recognizance. On June 8, 2004 border agents at the Las Cruces, N.M . border staion
apprehended threeillegd Pakistanis.......and promptly released them. The same day,
guards a Texas's Uvade station relessed a Bosnian wanted on an Interpol warrant. As
noted in the June 2006 article, “Broken”, by Kenneth R. Timmerman that dealt with a
Homeland Security publication on theissue: "Thereport reveds that 45,008 diens from
countries on the U.S list of stae-gponsors of terror or from countries that protected
terrorist organizations and their members, werereleased into the genera public between
2001 and 2005, even though immigration officers couldn't confirm ther identity." Law-
enforcement authorities told the Washington Timesthat d Qaedais well aware of these
loopholes.*

Nor is the southern border the only porous border. Depite theprojected increase in
expenditures for additional border guards provided for in the Intel ligence Reform and
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004, the Canadi an border continues to operatelike asieve.
M ost of Canadas one hundred and sixty land and maritime border crossings are guarded
by alone staffer.” Heather M acDonald, acontributing editor a theM anhattan Ingitute's
City Journal produced ascathing report in mid-December 2004 on U. S.-Canadian border
security. She noted that the dien-smugding trade was the "seain which terrorists swim"
and indications arethat thetradeis thriving primarily dueto fears of offendingthe race
and civil rights lobbies. She noted that, each week agents a the U.S. border patrol's
Swanton sector catch M iddle Easterners and North Africans sneakinginto Vermont and
every week, they immediately release (them) with apolite request to return for a
deportaion hearing because the Department of Homeland Security has failed to budget
enough fundingfor sufficient detention gpace.

In M ay 2004, Swvanton agents released illegd aliens from M day sia, Pakistan, M orocco,
Uganda and Indiawithout bond. Sncethese diens chose to evade the standard visa
process, none has had a back ground check by aU.S. consular official that might have
uncovered terrorist connections." All are now at large in the U.S.” 8

The 9/11 Commission Report catadoged the "failures of imagnation, policy, capabilities
and management” that enabled Islamic terrorists to kill over 3,000 Americans. We have
clearly not learned the lessons of 9/11. Unfortunately, what hgppens at our borders never
stays a our borders. By na securing our northern and southern flanks, we continue to
expose our country to catastrophe. As Richard Shultz, an internationa security expert at
Tufts University's Fletcher School in M edford, M ass. has acknowledged: "We bdieve
thereis an internationa Sddfist jihadi movement with agod to attack....... theU.S These
terrorists are smart. They study these issues and learn from one other. And oneway (into
America) is right through the southern security perimeter.”

*TheReal ID Act of 2005, which established standards for state-issued driver’s licenses
and non-driver’s identification cards, has now been put off until at least 2009. And many
states are in open revolt against its tough requirements for issuing driver’s licenses. The
result is that patentid terrorists hereillegdly can easily use phony licenses or, in many



states, get red ones issued to them, dongwith credit cards and d| of the other pgers
needed to blend into our society.
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